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INT ENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE eK 


i 
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Le WI 0 or MERR IMACK, | 


s 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


To the citizens of the town of Merrimack : 


The amount of assessments for the year 1861-2 is as follows : 


State tax, 
County tax, 
For support of schools, 
_ To defray town charges, 


Received from Literary Fund, 
Received from Railroad tax, 
School house tax in District No. 6, 
_ Add bearing money, 
Received of George F. Spalding, for wood in 
_ burying ground, 
Received of A. C. Darrah, for old bridge plank, 
Highway tax committed to R. H. Pratt for col- 
lection, 


Total amount of assessments and receipts, 


EXPENDITURES. 


State tax, | 
County tax, 
School house tax in District No. 6, 


: SCHOOLS. 
District No. 1, 


oy G0 30 


ae 


285 60 
545 64 
816 00 
700 00 
$2347 24 
95 40 
341 82 
87 44 
107 90 


1 50 
1 50 


21 52 
$657 08 


$3004 32 


285 60 
545 64 
87 44 
$918 68 


~ 


85 33 
71 02 
180 30 
102 75 
75 20 


District No. 6, 67 44 
Ty" 84 03 

8, 76 58 

9, | 97 14 

10, 30 58 

11, 74 19 

12, 59 14 

$1003 70 
INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 

Paid George R. Holt, running town lines, 1 37 
Wm. C. Clarke, for counsel, » 200. . 
William Patterson, repairing hearse, pati 27 7" 

S. C. Anderson, stationery and postage, - 71 
A. C. Darrah, car fare and stationery, 2 50 
Geo. I’. Spalding, stationery and postage, 5 16 
Albin Beard, printing reports 1860-61, 24 00 
W. A. Flint, clearing burying ground near 
town house, . Od WO 
B. M. Hill, collecting taxes in 1860, 40 00 
Over-assessment, 94: *. 
Collector’s discount on tax list, estimated at 83 00* 
165 60 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Paid George F. Spalding, for plank furnished 
bridge at Gilman’s mill, / : 13 87. 
Aaron Gage, for stringers for bridges)? PAS 
James White, for examining Souhegan bridge, 3 00 
F. A. Chamberlin, repairs on Souhegan. bridgen? Tht 

’ J. C. Crooker, breaking roads, . 6 82 
G. F, Hill, do., 4 87 
Dn Kittredge, do., mo AT. BO 
Alex. McC. Wilkins, do., 0 M6 

_R. H. Centre, do. 9 00 
Joseph Kittredge, do. 5 25 
W. A. Flint, 14 60. 

_ Andrew Savage, breaking roads, 21 40 
Charles Longa, do, 1 50. 
Thomas M. King, do. 6 14 
‘Nathan A. Parker, do. 4 00 
H. B. Harris, do. 400.: 
Joseph Shedd, do. 23 85 
A. C, Darrah; labor on bridge, and spikes, 1 98 
Rufus Blood, Jabor on bridge, 1 25 
Snow bills to March 1, for which orders have are 

not been drawn, estimated at 60 00° 
seme *- $199 49 


* Owing to the severe storm on the day appointed to meet ma Pratt, it was 
impossible to get the exact amount of his discount. 
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OLD BILLS. 


For Highways and Bridges, 1860-61. 


’ Paid Nelson H. Brown, breaking roads, 
-‘Zadock Farmer, do. 

Abial Holt, do. 

I. C. Crooker, do. 

John H. McAfee, do. 
Charles H. Longa, do. 

H. Junkins, do. 

A. McC. Wilkins, do. 

C. H. Longa, highway list, 
John H. Coburn, do. 
Hartwell Lawrence, do. 


Total expenses of the town the past year, 
D 
~ 


31 41 
6 80 
7 22 
3 00 
3 00 

10 63 
2 04 
3 36 
11 90 
4 75, 
6 71 


90 8% 
For Miscellaneous Expenses, 1860-61 
Paid fine and cost of court on road indictment 
case, | 25 10 
travelling fees and stationery, in collecting 
taxes, 1860, 2 95 
B. M. Hill, abatements for 1860, 88 25 
126 30 
$217 12 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Benja. Ela, Superintending School Committee, 35 00 
George F. Spalding, Selectman and Overseer of 
iat PR ae TS 
Ward Parker, do. 45 75 
Abner C. Darrah, do. 50 50 
S. C. Anderson, Town Clerk, 10 00 
David Jones, Town Treasurer, 8 00 
Reuben H. Pratt, Collector, 45 00 : 
246 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
State tax, 285 60 
County tax, 545 64 
School District No. 6, 87 44 
Schools, 1003 ‘70 
Incidental expenses, 165 60 
Roads and bridges, 198 24 
Old bills for 1860, 217 12 
Town Officers, 246 00 
Poor off the farm, 107 13 
Cash balance against town farm, 316 20 
S3172 67 


Total expenses, brought over, . $3172 67 — 
Assessments and receipts the past year, 3004 32 
Amount against the town on financial business of 
the year, $168 35 
T. F. Moore’s note in favor of the town, in- : 
cluding interest, | 116 60 
Amount in B. M. Hill’s hands in favor of 
town, 44° 08 
Outstanding demands in favor of town, $564 68 
,Palance in favor of town, {996 33 
Demands against the Town, March 1, 362. 
A. C. Darrah, principal and interest, 252 00 
S. Barron, do. 238 50 
Joseph Wilson, . fo Aa 582 85 
E. P. Parkhurst, do. 621 03 
C. F. Wright, 307 27 
$2001 65 
Balance in favor of town as above, 396 33 
Total debt of the town, March 1, 1862, $1605 32 
~ ALMSHOUSE REPORT, " 
RECEIPTS. ; 
Mr. Follansbee, 3 calves, 15 37 
Dried Apple, 1 00 
E. P. Parkhurst, for lard, 2 40 
Different individuals, for pigs, 30 35. 
Mr. Flint, for plank, 1 05 
E. P. Parkhurst, for drawing stone, | 1 50 
Different individuals, for butter, ° 43 $2 
Mr. Darrah, for yoke of oxen, 115 00 
Mr. Wentworth, for yoke of steers, 63 00 
Different individuals, for eggs and berries, 4 23 
For 14 bushel cranberries, 3.25 
EB. Wright, 234 lbs. pork, 2 .35,/, 
Mr. Fisher, for seed corn and labor, 5, Fe 
J. Munroe; for straw, 3°98 
J. Kenson, for 2 Ibs. rolls, 1 20 
Mr. Adams, for poultry, 1] 34 
Mr. Adams, for cranberries, . 1 50 
Mr. Colburn, for feathers, 70 
Mr. Chase, for one cow hide, 3 95 


‘Mr. Perry, for labor, 50 


My, 
Mr. Adams, for poultry, 

Mr. Pettengill, for feeting and mittens, 
J. F. Patterson, for feeting and mittens, 
Received of County, 

J. Hartshorn, for feeting, 

Mr. Moore, for 2 sheep, 

Mr. Moore, for use of boar, 

G. F. Spalding, for beets, 

Dr. G. W. Moore, for one plow, 

C. F. Wright, labor on bridges, 
Different individuals, for use of paar. 
Due from the County, 

Charles F. Wright, 


EXPENDITU RES. 


Page & Wilson, for groceries, 
Mr. Russell, repairing harness, 
Mr. Gage, foi labor, 

Mr. White, for 2 bush. rye, 

Mr. White, tobaeco, 

Mr. Darrah, for 2 bush. potatoes, , 
Mr. Truell, for bush. potatoes, 
For fish, 

For one ‘te vaihe, 

G. W. Duncklee, repairing clock, 
Mr. Hartshorn, for use of boar, 
Digging ewe for Hoby, 
Putnam & Chase, 1 cultivator, 
Mr. Baker, | pr. oxen, 
Mr. Wyatt, for one hog, 
Mr. Wyatt, for labor, 
F. Wright, for rye, 
Putnam & Chase, for guano, 

EK. S. Trow, for coffin and robe, 
Mr. Calef, for carding wool, 

Mr. Hadlock, for meat, 

Mr. Stevens, for meat, 

Mr. Whiting} for rye, 

Opium, 

Mr. Whiiing, for rye and filing saw, 
Mr. Pedvick, for harrow, 

A. Kidder, for !ebor, 


Mr. Swe't, for s wing, 

Mr. Swett, for hick, 

Mr. Roundy, for labor, 

Sarah Tuell, for labor, 

Mr. MeMiilen, for use of boar, 
Mr. Truell, for butchering, 
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$o10 45 


F. Wright, for rye, 

Mr. Colburn, matches and paper, 
Mr. Colburn, for tin and wooden ware, 
Mr. Crosby, for matches, 

Mr. Swett, for sled beam, 

H. Eaton, for one seed plow, 

J. Pettengill, for labor, 

Mr. Whiting, for rye, 

Mr. Nichols, for one broom, 

Mr. Small, for blacksmith work, 
Mr. Fletcher, for taxes, 

Files and glass, 

D. Russell, shoe and boot bill, 

D. Russell, for medicines, 

Mr. Osgood, for blacksmith work, 
G. Walker, blacksmith work, 

Mr. Moore, for repairing waggon, 
E. L. Wright, for labor haying, 
W. Kidder, for pens and paper, 
J. Fuller, for pasturing cattle, 

Dr. Moore, for medical attendance, 
Mr. Foster, for blacksmith work, 
M. J. Kinson, for labor, 

C. G. Foot, for labor, 

G. Stevens, grass seed and tools, 
G. Stevens, store bills, 

H. E. Abbot, for store bills, 
Charles F. Wright, Superintendent, 
H. Eaton, medical attendance, 
For insurance policy, 

Gilmanton Ins. Co., assessments, 


Amount of expenses, 
Amount of receipts, 


Balance against the farm, 


For betterments on farming tools, 
14 rods double wall, 


Final balance against the farm, 


$748 35 
392 15 
$356 20 
12 00 
28 00 
——— 40 00 


$316 20 


INVOICE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AT THE FARM, 


February 18th, 1862. 
Stock, Shoats, &c. 


1 pair oxen, 
1 pair 4 years old steers, 


135 00 
80 00 


8 cows, 

2 three years old heifers, 
4 two years old heifers, 
2 one year old heifers, 
1 two years old bull, — 

1 horse, 

4 shoats, 

5 turkeys, 

29 fowls, 


Hay and Grain. 


18 tons English hay, 

2 tons meadow hay, 

4 ton corn fodder and straw, 
165 bush. corn. 

2 bush. seed corn, 

22 bush. oats, 

5 bush. barley, 

5 bush. wheat, 

5 bush. beans, 


Provisions, 


525 lbs. pork,» 

384 lbs. hams and shoulders, 
200 Ibs. beef (salt), 

67 lbs. fresh beef, 

38 lbs. sausage, 

16 lbs. cod fish, 

60 bush. potatoes, 

4 bush. carrots, 

20 bush. beets, — 

45 bush. turnips, 

13 bush. cranberries, 

4 bbl. cucumbers, 

1 ‘bbl. soap, 

AO lbs. soap grease, 

77 |bs. butter, 

105 Ibs. lard, 

32 lbs. tallow, 

165 lbs. cheese, 

4 bbl. flour, 

24 bush. meal, 

3 Ibs. spice, 3 Ibs. saleratus, 
4 |b. nutmeg, 

4 lbs. coffee, 4 lbs. tea, 

5 lbs. sugar, 2 gal. molasses, 
100 lbs. dried apple, 


224 00 

44 00 

52 00 

16 00 

15 00 

- 45 00 

50 00 

° 00 

9 67 
—— $675 67 


216 00 
12 00 
8 00 
165 00 
3 00 
9 24 
3 75 
7 50 
5 50 
—— $429 99 


52 50 
38 40 
12 00 
6 03 
3 80 
64 
21 00 
1 33 
7 50 
9 00 
3 37 
1 50 
3 50 
2 40 
12 83 
13 12 ‘ 
2 88 
16 65 
3 00 
2 50 
1 00 
50 
4 00 
1 10 
9 00 
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4 bbl. vinegar, 2 50 
2 bag salt, 1 50 
12 prs. feeting, 6 00 
7 5-8 lbs. yaru, | 7 63° 
. —— $247 18 
~ Personal Property at Almshouse, 
March 16, 186}. 

Stock, shoats, &c., ~ 693 00 
Hay and grain, 479 50 
Provisions, 273.09 
Farming tools, same as last year, . 191 20 
Household furniture, do., 150 00 

_ $786 79 

Personal Property at Almshouse, 
March 18, 1862. 

Stock, shoats, &c., 675 67 © 
Hay and grain, 429 ‘99 
Provisions, - 247 18 
Farming tools, same as last year, 191 20 
Household furniture, do., 150 00 

——— $1694 04 
Decrease of property since 1861, © 392 75 

Expenses of Poor off Farm. | 

Daniel Larabee, for son, 52 00. 
R. P. Leonard, for brother, 26 00. 
Mrs. Rebecca King, 11 13 
Mrs. W. A. Messer, 11 00 
Francis McClure, : 7 00 


gen cy — $107 13 


We have endeavored, in the report herewith submitted to the 
town, to present all our transactions for the past year, (ending 
March 1,) and show its actual financial condition. The amount of 
money raised to defray town charges, it will be seen, was much 
less than that of last year—of which $217.12. has been used to 
pay demands of last year, which, with ($83.00) the amount of 
discount the Collector was authorized to make on taxes paid before 
September, leaves but $399.88 to meet the current expenses of 
the year. 7h 


II 


_ Owing to the neglect of the Collector last year to collect the taxes 
at the proper time, we have allowed himan unusually large abate- 
ment. It will also be noticed that we have ailowed him his de- 
mand of $12.95 for travelling, in the discharge of his duties; a 
demand without a precedent! 
Judgment was rendered against the town in: case of indictment 
-on road, the fine amounting to ten cents, costs $25.00. It was 
supposed this case was settled, until judgment was sent in for pay- 
ment. . It will be seen that we have quite a saving in the ex- 
pense of our Superintending School Committee; a point worthy. of 
imitation. It will be remembered “that the town last year got out 
material for planking the Souhegan bridge, but on examination it 
is found necessary to repair the timber of the bridge. A contract 
for the timber necessary has been made with D. T. Jones, with in- 
tention to repair the bridge in the spring. 
Failing to collect the Moore note or to obtain security on it, we 
have sued it. What the result will be cannot at present be re- 
ported. | ) 


The invoice taken at the town farm will show an excess of pro- 
duce of the farm over that of Jast year, though the relative market 
price for the same is much lessthan formerly, The same may be 
said of the stock. By annually appraising the property at the farm 
at its relative value at the time of appraisal, we fail in giving the 
real condition of the farm from year to year. We would recom-* 
mend the establishing of a uniform system in the invoice of the’ 
property to continue for a serics of years. By reference to the re- 
port of last year the amount of fruit and berries raised was about 
$130.00 over that of this year. Also observe $30.00 for work on 
road by town team, with no corresponding earnings the present 
year ; items which shauld be considered in judging of the income 
of the farm. 


By act of the last Legislature relative to county paupers, we are 
relieved from the support of Mrs. King and Miss Lucy Wilkins, 
heretofore supported by us off the farm. The present number of 
inmates at the farm is 9, though there have: been 11 through the 
winter, only one death having occurred during this year. With 
the family there has been much more sickness than usual, as seen 
by the expense for medical attendance. The service and manage- 
ment of the Superintendent and wife need no compliment of ours. 
The ee husbandlike manner in which they conduct 
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the affairs at the farm, is sufficient recommendation to them, and 
though the account of the farm does not show so favorably to the 
credit of the town as in some years past, we are confident, under 
the circumstances, that Mr. and Mrs. Wright have conducted the 
whole affair with credit to themselves, and prudence and economy 
to the town. They cannot be held accountable for what Provi- 
dence withholds from them. 

Suffice it to say, we have renewed the contract with Mr. Wright 
for the next year, confident we could not entrust the management 
of the ‘* Institution ” in better hands. 

The foregoing is respectfully submitted by 

GEORGE F. SPALDING, ) Selectmen 

WARD PARKER, of 

ABNER C. DARRAH, Merrimack. 
Merrimack, March 1, 1862. | 


Having examined the accounts of the Selectmen and Treasurer 
for the year ending March 1, 1862, we would report, that we find 
them correctly cast, and properly vouched rot 


W. T. PARKER, 
FRANKLIN HERRICK, Auditing Com. 


Merrimack, N. H., March 4, 1862, 


Pee rn 


OF THE’ 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Having attended to all other duties, according to the best of my 
ability, i in asking your leave respectfully to report, I find the chief 
embarrassment of my labors now before me, as the views and 
Suggestions to be presented niust be those, of one individual, and 
mus! be so expressed as to. appear almost . egotistical. _ But, from 
ecdnomical considerations, with a view to save expenses to the 
town, your board of selectmen have so arranged it, and to this 
order of things, 1 must submit, as well as yourselves. 

I follow the usual method of first noticing the various districts, 
singly, commencing with 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


Zadock Farmer, Prudential Committee. 

Miss Lorette M. Atwood, of Nashua, Teacher. 

The school was small during the summer term; but the teacher 
was no less active and diligent in her labors than she would have 
been over a larger charge. Advancement in the studies pursued, 
and. goad behavior were apparent to all present’at the close of the 
term. The teacher, also, by assiduons.attentions and tender in- 
terest for her pupils, evidently exerted an excellent moral influence, 
receiving from them in return their respect and love. So accepta- 
ble were her services, to the entire district, that she was engaged 
for the winter term. 

The winter term differed from the summer, by the addition of a 
few older scholars. Some of these brought with them a heedless- 
ness, which was no advantage to that portion which had been so 
agreeable.and orderly during the summer. ‘The teacher was tried 
by their inattention to their duties aad want of application to study, 
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14, 


The school was interrupted by sickness during this term, which 
accounts, in a great measure, for the average loss of time. Some 
classes, during this term, made good proficiency ; but the younger 
scholars were the most advanced in proportion to theirage. The 
house, though nearly new, is beginning to show marks of abuse, 
upon which the prudertial committee should have his eye. It is 
in all respects good and convenient, pleasantly located and favora- 
ble, from its retirement, to good progress. 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


Israel C. Crooker, Prudential Committee. 

Miss Jennie A. Parker, of Merrimack, Teacher. 

All the schooling was included in the winter term. Some schol- 
ars commenced attending quite late in the season ; buts after com- 
mencing, attendance was generally very good. 

The manner of this teacher with her “pupils is quiet, easy and 
efficient ; causing the school to do its work in a still way, like the 
perfect machine, which executes its work none the less satisfacto- 
rily, when it moves so even and smoothly as to appear not to be 
moving at all. The school conducts with propriety, and one in 
their midst is sensible of being amongst obedient and diligent 
scholars. The studies are pursued ina thorough manner, and 
good proficiency is made. There were only one or two instances 
of advanced study. It is desirable, that, under an experienced 
teacher, as in the present instance, as many of the more advanced 
in the district should attend as possible. They are an advantage 
to any school, giving the youngest an: idea of the point ahead, at 
which he should aim. It js said of the eagles, that they learn 
their young to look at the san, and by this means they learn to fly 
very high. Children are influenced by examples of es attain- 
ments. 

This school is furnished with outline maps. 


DISTRICT NO. Il. 


John Abbott, Prudential Committee. 

“Miss Mary E. Parker, of Merrimack, Teacher, for the first two 
terms of nine weeks each. 

The appearance of this school has been quite orderly, respect- 
ful and industrious. The examinations showed attention, prompt- 
ness and proficiency and a good acquaintance with the studies pur- 
sued. Miss Parker’s’ well regulated animation, pleasing deport- 
ment and precise manner in the school-room, are calculated to 
interest the young in her plans and efforts for their improvement. 

At the commencement of the year preceding, this school need- 
ed an entire upsetting and making over; and by the teacher of 
that year, this was, with much labor and determination, 1 in a good 
degree accomplished; and we are happy to say, that, under the 
present teacher, this improvement has been well maintained, so 
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that as great a change for the better, during this and the past years, 
is exhibited by this school as by any other in town. 


Miss Lucy A. Bowers, of Merrimack, was teacher for the win- 
ter term. It is pleasant:to report still further improvement in the 
manners and progress of the school under this teacher. Miss Bow- 
ers enters at once upon her duties with resolution, and with no 
delay brings to order and to business for the day and for the term ; 
and, since this is done pleasantly, scholars understand it,—like it, 
and obey; and advances in their proper work are made with noth- 
ing to hinder. The school is still in progress; -but from the past 
We may venture to predict a successful termination. 

The house was, early in the present year, thoroughly repaired 
and painted. The school room is spacious and convenient, and 
now, in all respects most agreeable. It is furnished with outline: 
maps and a clock. 


DISTRICT NO. IV. 


Samuel 8. Page, Prudential Committee. 

Miss Jennie O. Bowers, ‘Teacher for the three terms of the year. 

There are places in which real estate is at a discount in the vi- 
cinity of a school house, 1n consequence of the uncouth noises and 
actions of the scholars; on the other hand, in some places, school 
houses enhance the value of places in a neighborhood on account 
of their convenience to children. To the neighbors here, | appre- 
hend, there have been heretofore different annoyances from those, 
mentioned in an advertisement of a place for sale by a London 
Jand broker, which said, the only objection to the situation was, 
that the slumbers of the morning might be disturbed by the rus- 
tling of the rose leaves and the songs sof the nightingale. During. 
the past season, many have expressed their great satisfaction in 
being relieved from annoyances to which they have some years 
been exposed,—a matter, which in my opinion, it is the duty, as it 
is certainly the right of the teacher, to look after. Neighbors do 
not like to have their eyes or ears offended apy more by scholars 
than by rowdies. 

The internal arrangements of the school were found at the start, 
such as to reduce a chaos to order and harmony. Good order 
having been secured at an early period, attention and respect fol- 
lowed as a consequence ; and the various examinations have shown 
a commendable progress amongst the active minds in this school, 
for active we have always found them, but running too much in all 
directions. It is believed by good and sensible people in this dis- 
trict, however, that the scholars have had too much business on 
hand, outside of the school, of a diverting nature, during the win- 
ter term. These are faults for parents to consider, and correct, 
though the teacher, in such cases, is bound to use a moral influence 
uel what may be seen to hinder the best progress of the 
scnool, 
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At the close, though the school was taken rather by surprise, 
expecting visitors in the afternoon instead of the forenoon, we 
think that it suffered nothing, as complete order and regularity 
reigned. Each scholar who occupied a whole desk, and this was 
done so far as practicable, was directly in‘ the centre of it—erect 
and attentive, and the scholars acquitted themselves’ well in all the 
exercises. 

This school is furnished with mural, outline cae ny a sthool 
globe, and a large Webster’s Dictionary. 


DISTRICT NO. V, 


Wilson Dorr, Prudential Committee. | 

Miss Sarah E. Clark, of Merrimack, taught the summer term. 
Considering, that this was her first engagement in the business. of 
teaching, the school appeared very well. She evidently was very 
diligent in her duties, and spared no pains in aiding the small chil- 
dren which, this term, constituted the larger portion of the school, 
in the first rudiments of knowledge—the most uninteresting of their. 
whole course, be it every so extended. Patience and perseverance 
in teaching little folks were qualities particularly needed this term 
and which this teacher possessed. Being young, age and experi- 
ence and familiarity with the higher branches, with the same fidel- 
ity and industry, will enable her to succeed in a more adyanced 
school. ‘nf 

Miss Sophia E. Phelps, of Amherst,’ Teacher for the winter 
term. The school was increased by a number of more advanced 
scholars, who were fortunate in receiving the instructions of a 
teacher of much experience and fine qualifications. It was evi- 
dent that the larger scholars were disposed to improve their oppor- 
tunities, and to behave in such a manner as to be examples of pro- 
priety to the younger classes. Visits to this school have always, 
been pleasant, and the numerous attendance of parents and friends,, 
as on the occasion of the examination the present term, seems te 
account ‘for the subdued manners and ‘the lively interest. of the 
children in their school and their teachers. The parents’ interest is 
reciprocated by the child in scarcely nothing more strongly than 
in its teachings and its instructors in learning and duty. 

The school house is neither worthy of the scholars or the teach. 
ers who have-occupied it ; nor of the rich farm houses and farms 
amidst which it is located, nor of the romantic spot by ‘the side of 
the beautiful pond on which it stands. 

The school is  Futhished only with mural, outline maps. — 


oe DISTRICT NO. VI. 
R. H. Centré, Prudential Committee. 

igs Ellen M. Spalding, of Merrimack, Teacher of the summer 

ae School'house No. 6, has been entirely remodeled. It was. 
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respectable in appearance before, indeed nearly new, but. the in- 
ternal construction’was inconvenient, and it is now wholly recon- 
structed on the most approved plan,—the work executed in a good 
style of finish. It is now one of the most. cheerful study rooms 
within our limits. This shows interest and enterprise on the part, 
of parents which never fails tobe appreciated by youth, who will 
be sure to make for such attentions to their comfort and tastes 
ample returns of gratitude and of diligence in their own improve- 
ment. 

The one employed to inaugurate the business, to which this well 
arranged room is to be. devoted for years to. come, was the proper 
person for the place. Whilst Miss Spalding’s manner before her 
school is with spirit.and prop iety, her command over her schol- 
ars perfect, they, at the same time, are at ease and respectful ; and 
in such circumstances, proficiency is almost a necessary. result. 
The short term of seven weeks was profitable to the, school, and 
I do not see that it could have been more so only by being longer. 


_ Winter: Term Mr. Theodore A: Collins, of Francestown, 
teacher for this term, appeared well qualified for his duties, and, 
at the visit at the commencement, had his school well arranged for 
the work before them. At: present, this school contains’ scholars 
more advanced than any other in town, and below these there are 
others: fast progressing into the same rank. » With what'success 
the teacher went through his term I am unable to say, as by some 
aera I was not apprised of the closing of’ the term. : | 


DISTRICT: NO,, VIL. 


Ward Pair Prudential Committee. 

The summer term was taught by Miss Addie E. Shedd, of Mer- 
rimack. This school is important on account of the quite large 
number of children of the right age to attend in summer, amount- 
ing to thirty-one; large enough to occupy a teacher pretty busily, 
though'none too large. It is no small compliment to a teacher 
that she should be employed by a judicious committee to instruct 
an important school in the district of her own residence. ‘This 

manifestation of confidence, however, was not abused, the teacher 
answering well the expectations reposed in her abilitiés. The 
school’ was‘ carried on with an even control and a constant industry, 
which, with her good qualifications could not fail to insure success. 
A precise, and well defined way of communicating instruction, 
and a worthy desire of success, are characteristics of this teacher, 
and are commendable’ traits in any instructor.’ The examination 
was creditable to thé scholars in respect to both progress in’ study 
and their behavior. 


Winter Term. Mr. Williams D, Mitchell, of Bedford,,.was 
teacher. The school was increased by a number of older anhils 
ars. ‘This was the teacher’s first attempt... An, examination, pro- 
tracted on account of the inexperience of this teacher, gave eyi- 
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dence of good qnalifications, and it was hoped that the school 
would prosper under his instruction. But, almost at the very out- 
set, a disposition to insubordination was apparent, showing itself in 
abusive language and a rough manner towards the teacher, de- 
stroying the harmony and quiet progress of the whole school. 
This evil was speedily removed in the manner prescribed by law. 
The school from this went on to its regular time of closing. The 
examination was well attended by parents, and passed off with de- 
cided credit to the teacher and the scholars present. The recita- 
tions in geography, arithmetic and grammar, were good. The 
examination of a scholar in history was particularly creditable. 
Improvement in reading was also obvious. The scholars were 
respectful and attentive. But, a number of scholars were absent 
on this occasion, some of whom, I learned, had been taken from 
school, but, for what cause, it is not known. My impressions are 
the same now as they were then,—that those absent needed instruce 
tion, and could afford to lose no time,—that the. teacher was well 
qualified for his duties,—that he was not only willing, but desirous 
to work hard and well,—that no one could be found more interest- 
ed in their improvement,—that, therefore, it would have been well 
if other scholars could have been there and taken their part in so 
good and entertaining an examination. 

The teacher, to be sure, may learn from experience, the best of 
schoolmasters,—to overcome a natural difiidence, amounting almost 
to timidity, and not to wear much of a non-resistant, but to look 
with a more aggressive countenance upon the men and things of 
this world. Never was anything said more truly than that by a 
member of Congress recently: ‘‘ The English may not respect 
international law, but they will respect courage and bravery.” So 
it is the world over. 

A district may also learn It is believed not to be well to listen to 
every little complaint of a child, and‘fhake a mole-hill a mountain. 
In the dispatch necessary to discharge the numerous duties of a 
school, mistakes may happen,—the wrong scholar reproved, or one 
receive correction when another deserved it more, but it is better 
for both scholar and parent toendure with patience, than that the 
child should be deprived of the benefits of school by withdrawal, 
or be allowed to break up a school, for a few such. victories 
will ruin all concerned, 

Where faults seem to be seen in arrangements,:or in the 
treatment of children, a kind word will be received yladly by 
the teacher, enabling him, if right, to correct misapprehensions ; 
if wrong, to improve his course. This is far better than to take 
a stand, create parties and bring up issues, thus erecting a par- 
tition wall, which it will take months to wear away. 

Teachers are generally honest and wish to do as well as they 
can, and when men are so, whether on the farm or in the 
workshop or in the school, the best rule is to encourage and 
help. , . 
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DISTRICT NO, VIII. 


Charles H. Longa, Prudential Committee. 

Mr. H. R. Barnard of Bedford, was the ‘Teacher of this school, 
the one term for the year, commencing December 2d. From the 
first, impressions were very favorable in regard to the qualifica- 
tions of Mr. Barnard, both as to ability to instruct and efficient gov- 
ernment, and the first visit to the school confirmed these impres: 
sions. The school was in good order, respectful and industrious, 
and all this appeared as if inspired by the simple presence of 
the teacher rather than by threats and blows,—a trait most desira- 
ble, as in’all such cases control is easy. This school is small and 
much time could be devoted to individual scholars and much pro- 
gress expected. | was on the watch for improvement in some 
branches, in which there had been deficiency, one of which was 
reading. But by some misunderstanding the committee was not 
notified, and consequently the school was not visited at the close, 
which I very much desired to do and ascertain its progress. From 
inquiries, however, of the Prudential Committee, I learned that the 
school was’ very satisfactory to all—that parents thought their chil- 
dren had learned well. ‘That anticipations would probably have 
been realized, is all I can say. 

This school is furnished with Colton’s Township Map of New. 
England. 


DISTRICT NO. IX. 


M. B. McConihe, Prudential Committee. 

Miss Sarah L. Jones of Merrimack, Teacher for the summer and 
winter terms. 

War times and depression of business, which would affect this 
district as much as any in town, have not diminished the size of 
this school. The average between summer and winter terms last 
year was 394, this year it is 484, nearly all young children as 
formerly. ‘Che scholars are very constant in their attendance, 
and they are generally ambitious to be in season, but few marks of 
tardiness appearing against them. Punctuality shows that. the 
school is a pleasant place and that the teacher is not forbidding. — 
Scholars at once see that Miss Jones has for them a large heart and 
cheertul spirit, embracing all in her affections. Pre-eminently so- 
cial in her manner of communicating with her scholars, so business 

like as to be seen at times doing two or three things at once,— 
hearing this class recite—helping some one in a difficult problem 
and keeping order in another direction—all at the same time, and 
not satisfied with a slow progress but pressing all ahead—in such a 
way much was dccomplished during each term. If in addition to 
these good qualities a little more of,—we may call. it military pre- 
cission,—of that kind of discipline into which the head enters with- 

out any of the heart, as are the rules of tactics, it might be an im; 
provement. ; 
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A great hindrance to the best progress of the school in the win 
ter, is the condition of the house. |. To'the question in the Regis- 
ter, ‘* Has the room any arrangements for ventilation ?”” the teach- 
er has aptly written in answer-—! Quite too many.” ‘It is ventila- 
ted above and below and on all sides. A private school was-raised 
for this teacher, but'on account of the condition on the wie: it 
was not commenced. 

This: school: is furnished with mural, outliil maps. 

DISTRICT NO. X. edi dents 


William Noyes and Nathan Parker, Prudential Committee. 

Miss Jennie Channel, of Amherst, Teacher for the summer term: 

There was that change in this school from last year, which must — 
happen to all, when a few of the most advanced scholars take their - 
leave of the old school house, to remember it no more, only as the 
place where they took their first degree in knowledge. ‘This school 
is small at present, but was found in its usual state ‘of neatness and 
good order. | Punctuality is here worthy of notice; there being but 
few instances of tardiness. | Where scholars begin: their work 
promptly, they generally get through it promptly. Some great 
men have attributed the successful work of their lives to punctual- 
ity. . Wilberforce never failed in an appointment. Rain‘or shine, 
- Wilberforce and his umbrella might be expected. The teacher ev- 
idently commanded the respect of her pupils and was devoted to 
their improvement ; and the good progress of the school closed 
with a very pleasant review “of studies with recitations, among 
which was a presentation piece very prettily done by a little miss, 
not of flags but of a beautiful boquet to the committee of each town, 
Merrimack and Bedford, who meet.in this union district. 

Miss Mary F. Darrah, of Bedford, taught the second and last 
term, ending November Ist, during: whicli the school was much the 
same in number and character as in the term previous, with the 
same habits of punctuality. “The examination exhibited good 
progress for the brief term of seven weeks, and, though there were 
no very advanced studies, yet it was evident, that, though youthful, 
the teacher possessed cordial good feelings for her scholars, ambi- 
tion, industry and interest in ia, work, aii fine scholarship, which 
would appear yet more conspicuous if brought out in a more eX: 
tended sphere. of operations. 

‘The house ts furnished with outline maps, 


DISTRICT NO. XI. 


Harrison G. O. Bowers, Prudential Committee. | 

Mis Mary A. Underwood, of Nashua, teacher, during the three 
terms of the year. The parents j in this district are well united in 
their school matters, and the teacher’s situation is rendered. very, 
pleasant. ‘Though but few days are lost, the average attendance 
being remarkably near to the number of the different pupis, the, 
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scholars are yet given to tardiness, as though it was a system with 


them to be late at school. Application; is a feature here. In their 
seats each one is busily at work by and for himself. Idleness or 
play or wandering eyes are not seen, and the school has at all 
times presented the interesting spectacle of gach one’s attending 
to his own affairs. The result is a great decree of mental activity 
in all the exercises, and this trait is seen even in ‘the smallest. 
Another result is, the children are forward in proportion to their 
age, and quite interesting achievements are made, as, in the geog- 
raphy class, the committing to memory verbatim the long descrip- 
tions of the different countrics. ‘The teacher, always watchful, but 
at ease and self-possessed, controls and directs with: few words. 
She may reflect with pleasure upon her success for the past season. 

The house was clean, and an improvement upon the former 
year worthy of notice, is an extellent new stove and pipe. ‘Tar- 
diness is the prevailing fault and demands the attention of parents 
and teachers in this district. 

The house is furnished with mural, outline maps. 


DISTRICT NO. XIL 


Hyeey Russell, Prudential Committee. 

Mrs. Eliza 8, Greenough, was teacher of this school for the 
two terms of the year past. Engaged in this and an adjoining 
district the whole of the year previous, to be invited to continue 
her labors another year shews the attainment of a good reputation 
amongst a discerning people. <A réview of her work during 
the past season gives evidence that she has escaped the danger in- 
cident to being heid in good esteem, which is—the relaxing of 
efforts. Reputation is like money, hard to get and harder to keep, 
—a consequence of merit, its continuance is a consequence of 
continued merit. Devoted to her work and evidently beloved, the 
school under her charge, was well regulated, all in their places and 
conducting with propriety. The school is also to be commended 


for constant and punctual attendance, showing a good state of in- 
terest amongst the inhabitants, getting their children off to school 


early and at fall times. A register so clear of marks is seldom to 
be seen. The conclusion, I think, is just, that they have had a 
pleasant and profitable school in this pleasant district. 

_ This school is furnished with outline maps. 
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Having taken a survey of school matters in town, and. been in- 


terested in investigating the condition of the various. districts, it 


may he supposed that a few things would suggest themselves for 
observation. : 
School Government. This has been a prominent subject before 


‘my mind, from the time of: first entering a school last year till the 
“present. It will be seen that it is recognized as one of the great 
~ essentials to success in the preceding “notices” of the districts. | It 
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is pieasant to be able to say, that in all schools attention has been 
given to this, and that, in the cases where there were the greatest 
defects in discipline, the efforts. put forth have been successful, 
working a thorough reformation; which, if maintained by teachers 
hereafter, aided by the co-operation of parents, will make a school 
an ornament to a neighborhood instead of a nuisance, It is not 
unfrequently the case that a set of rude scholars consider the 
school house a sort of fort, and in their possession, where they can 
play off all sorts of mischief; whereas, parents should keep this 
citadel of influence in their own hands, and give their children to 
understand that they are under a drill-master, to obey orders and 
to do duty. Where all evil is driven from a school, there is the 
greatest freedom and ease in pursuing study. In one of the first 
schools in this State, richly endowed, commanding the teachers of 
its choice, and independent of patronage, formerly, I can say, that 
the snapping of a pen-knife in shutting, would bring forth such a 
snapping of the eyes from the principal, that the act would never 
be repeated ; and such schools turn out the best scholars. 

Precise habits of order and obedience, formed in school, will be 
beneficial in after life as well as the more thorough education in 
science received under their power. © The boy’s being required to 
sit properly and attend to his duties,—to take his place properly 
and perform his duties, is not a temporary discipline of the hour, 
but will have an influence beneficial as it grows into a habit of life. 
It is the testimony of those-who have investigated the subject, that 
the soldiers who have been long under drill in the European arm- 
les, are the best operatives inany kind of employment,—they are 


the most prompt and punctual,—have the most system, and are 


the most contented and cheerful in their work, whatever it may be. 
Scholars ought to be commended for sitting well in their seats, 
for walking well to their places and for standing well in their class. 
for studying well and for being respectful, for coming into and for 
going out of the house with propriety, and for behaving well in 
and about, the house ; and what is commendable and praise-worthy 
ought to be required, and the co-operation of all parents, without 
exception, should go along with the teacher’s efforts, »' 
Extent of the Teacher’s Control. A case has arisen during the 
year, involving this question.. Some parents, it is understood, have 
held that the children are under the teacher’s orders only in school 
hours—the three hours of the forenoon and the three hours of the 
afternoon,—that the scholars can have their own way as soon as 
dismissed, and during the intermission in and about the house. It 
was answered that the school house was in the hands of the Pru- 
dential Committee when the district puts the key into his hands,— 
that this committee hands the house over to the teacher as his 
place of business, and gives him the key, and that the instructor is 
responsible for the good use of the house for its appropriate work 
until he returns the key, and that he had control of the scholars’ 
conduct whilst permitted to stay in and about the house during the 
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intermission. Ihave learned and will state here for the informa- 
tion of all parents on this subject, that a decision in the Massachu- 
setts Courts, gives the teacher control over the scholar from the 
~ moment he starts from home till he returns home, and doubtless a 
case would be decided by that precedent, if brought in this: State. 
Appeals to law, however, in our eminently social system of com- 
~ mon schools, is to be deprecated. _It is well to have it come in as 
a defence and bulwark in support of good order. But the man, 
who intends to be only as honest or orderly as the law makes him, 
is to be pitied. 

‘Three pieces of School Furniture positively essential. Where 
there is furniture, mention is made in the notice of districts.— 
Three things are now mentioned which are absolutely desirable for 
the best progress of the schools. 

Webster’s or Worcester’s Dictionary, large edition, for refer- 
ence. The school is the place for critical reading. Scholars crit- 
icise each other, and the teacher the scholars, and a good diction- 
ary is very often necessary to decide cases and for information.— 
Moreover, the word being investigated, as to its meaning or pro- 
nunciation, whilst the interest is @b, it will be better remembered 
afterwards. Visiting a school with the County Commissioner the 
past winter, a case came up between him and one of the scholars, 
pleased with the interest in regard to the word, he said—we will 
refer to the dictionary,—please hand me your Dictionary, teacher, 
—it was handed to him and the case decided ; but it was a curious 
fact that it was the only school in towa,. which had a dictionary.—. 
Some may say, “ why, the school master ought to know the dic- 

tionary,” as they express it. The late learned Prof. Stuart of 

Andover, asked Mr. Bartlett, who had given hundreds of thousands 
to the Seminary, ‘to fill an alcove of the Library, already contain- 
ing thousands of volumes. ‘* What do you want so many books 
for—you do not read them through ?” was the reply.—** What do 
you want a Dictionary for—you do not read it through ?” was 
the rejoinder. There is not a lawyer’s office or a doctor’s office 
or a minister’s study, if they are of any account, where there is 
not a dictionary asa right hand companion. And shall not a 
school have one, where it is the employment of all to make our 
language a critical study. | | 

A Common School Globe. This does not cost much, but is in- 
valuable for giving the beginner in geography a visible idea of the 
shape of the earth, the lay ofland and water, and with the teacher’s 
explanations, its position as a moving ball in the‘universe.. By 
this a fog is dispelled, in a few minutes from the beginner’s mind, 
through which it.would blindly grope for months without this aid. 

Mural, Outline Maps : that is, maps to be hung upon the wall, 
containing the grand outlines of continents and countries, oceans 
and seas, rivers and lakes, &c., are important to give the scholar 
both a broad and particular view of the surface of the globe on 
which we live, and the positions of countries and places which are 
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the objects of his study. If the London Times had been exer- 

ercised on these maps it would have said, the southern commis- 
sioners were carried from Fort Warren to Cape Cod—a Massa- 

chusetts cape near by, instead of Cape Sable, the southern cape of 
Florida and more than fifteen hundred miles off in a direct line. 

The law allows the expending of money to a small amount ev- — 
ery year, and it could not be expended to better advantage to the 
scholars, than for such furniture. 

Conclusion. In concluding these remarks it is with Sstntaatnd, 
on the whole, that we can look back upon the school labors of the 
past year, and see that apparently no district has fallen below the 
standard of the year previous, and that some show decided im- 
provement. It is now desirable that a determination should be 
cherished that there shall be no falling back, but, as there is much 
room yet for advancemen}, it shall be made, The parents of a 
district should be united, and put shoulder to shoulder in forward- 
ing the good work of education—the trust in their hands is too val- 
uable to be for a moment neglected. The youth’s own happiness 
and destiny, and his influenceggnd agency in promoting the happi- 
ness of others in the, by no means distant, future, can not be too 
seriously brought to mind, nor too early influence parents in their 
training and conduct. Our means are ample, and if we haye the 
right heart and genuine interest in their improvement, the best re- 
‘sults may be expected. Instead of the lot of the ignorant and 
vicious man, the bright destiny of the intelligent and good will be 
that of the children now ‘in our schools, if parents are watehfal, 
diligent and united. 

But, in the progress-of our country, ‘* we ‘have fallen,’ upon evil 
days.” It has been sad, in,hedxing the children call off the names 
of the States from their geographies, to. think that so many of 
them are in deadly revolt. .We now see more clearly than ever 
before, and feel as we never yet did, the force of the trite, old 
declaration,—the pathetic winding up of Serious discourses—and 
the text of the Fourth of July orations, ever since the commence- 
ment of the nation,—‘ upon our intelligence and virtue depends — 
our national prosperity.” The truth of this, the intelligent and 
virtuous North, whose principal exports, as Bishop Hughes said, 
are ice and school-masters, is now deciding. Generations come 
and go rapidly, and the children now in the schools, will soon take — 
the responsible positions now occupied by their parents in private 
- and publi¢ “affairs. The seeds of intelligence and virtue should be — 
early and diligently sown, if, byrour influence, we would have the 
rising generation cherish the great rule, laid down, by the Father 
of our country, as a nation’s guide— the pure and immutable 
principles of private morality,” and ‘the eternal principles of 
right which Heaven itself has ordained.” 

Respey ful ly submitted. 
BENJAMIN ELA, 
Superintending School Committee. 
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